Ten Years of Successful Cooperation
Since 2004, the University Alliance Ruhr has operated a liaison office in New York City.
Even three years before the Ruhr-Universität Bochum, the TU Dortmund University, and the University of Duisburg-Essen
founded the University Alliance Ruhr (UA Ruhr) in 2007, a corporate office existed in New York. On November 3, 2014, the UA
Ruhr celebrated its ten year anniversary at the Consulate General of the Federal Republic of Germany in New York.
The UA Ruhr office’s main tasks include facilitating the exchange of students and researchers between North America and the
Ruhr area in Germany, helping with the organization of joint research projects, and assisting with the establishment of new
collaborations between scientists. The UA Ruhr office was one of the first liaison offices of German universities in New York.
Originally, it was known as “ConRuhr,” before its rebranding in 2014 as UA Ruhr. Later, the UA Ruhr also founded two other
global offices: in Brazil (Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo) and Russia (Moscow).
At the office’s anniversary celebration, Prof. Dr. Gerhard Schembecker, President of the UA Ruhr New York, its board members,
and Executive Director Peter Rosenbaum looked back at the many successes that have occurred over the past ten years. These
achievements include the establishment of many new partnerships between North American universities and the UA Ruhr in
addition to the Ruhr fellowship program sponsored by the employers’ association Initiativkreis Ruhr. This fellowship program
has grown in popularity for students at “Ivy League” level universities like Harvard, MIT, UPenn, Princeton, and most recently,
UC Berkeley. Additionally, the UA Ruhr has hosted events for the public at the German House in New York that featured
prominent scientists and researchers from the U.S., Canada, and the three Ruhr area universities.
At the November 3, 2014 event, researchers from Essen, New York, and New Brunswick, New Jersey, convened to discuss urban
health and city planning and integrative structures for healthier urban regions. After this Science Talk, the liaison office
celebrated its anniversary at an official welcome reception Researchers from Rutgers University also attended the event. A
Memorandum of Understanding will be signed between Rutgers and the UA Ruhr next month. This agreement will foster a
partnership targeted especially for research departments like city planning and labor relations.
At the German Consulate General in New York City, the UA Ruhr liaison office not only collaborates with liaison offices from
other German universities, but also with organizations, such as the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the German
Research Foundation (DFG), and the German Center for Research and Innovation (GCRI). UA Ruhr participates in conferences in
Canada and the U.S., including the German Academic International Network (GAIN) conference, where representatives from
German universities meet U.S.-based German researchers that may later be interested in returning to Germany for work.
The UA Ruhr office’s plans for next year include hosting more scientific events on topics like Nanotechnology and Health or
Neurosciences and Philosophy. In December, a symposium entitled “Diversity, Contemporary Art and Museum Culture Today”
will take place and will feature art historians from both the U.S. and Germany’s Ruhr area. A third aspect of UA Ruhr’s future
plans is providing special opportunities for alumni from the Ruhr area universities and programs like the Ruhr Fellowship. This
will enable alumni to become ambassadors of the Ruhr region to promote it as an excellent place for study and research.
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